WHY IS HAITI SO POOR?

The following passage is taken from the preface to the book, The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution by C.L.R. James (Library of Congress #63-15043, Random House Publishers ).  I think it is a very clear answer to the above question.

“In 1789 the French West Indian colony of San Domingo (now Santo Domingo) supplied two-thirds of the overseas trade of France and was the greatest market for the European slave trade.  It was an integral part of the economic life of the age, the greatest colony in the world, the pride of France, and the envy of every other imperialist nation.  The whole structure rested on the labour of half-a-million slaves.

In August 1791, after two years of the French Revolution and its repercussions in San Domingo, the slaves revolted.  The struggle lasted for 12 years.  The slaves defeated in turn (1) the local whites and the soldiers of the French monarchy, (2) a Spanish invasion, (3) a British expedition of some 60,000 men, and (4) a French expedition of similar size under (Napoleon) Bonaparte’s brother-in-law. The defeat of Bonaparte’s expedition in 1803 resulted in the establishment of the Negro state of Haiti, which has lasted to this day.

The revolt is the only successful slave revolt in history, and the odds it had to overcome is evidence of the magnitude of the interests that were involved.  The transformation of slaves, trembling in hundreds before a single white man, into a people able to organize themselves and defeat the most powerful European nations of their day, is one of the great epics of revolutionary struggle and achievement.  Why and how this happened is the theme of this book.”

How many of you have ever heard of Toussaint L’Ouverture?  Why?  Probably the same reason that you never heard anything in the mainstream media about Cuba being the first to respond with aid to the recent earthquake in Haiti.  Most people are reluctant to spread the word of how a bunch of poor ‘Negro’ slaves took all that Europe could throw at them, sent Napoleon’s butt, the Spanish and the the British back to Europe with their ‘tail between their legs’ and, in spite of being shunned by the current ‘world powers’, still refuses to bow down to them.

